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Physcical Characteristics

Land locked sa llron
Orook trout
Lake trout (togue)
Ora,.,n trout
SmallJrouth bass
LargC'll"Outhb.:1ss
I'lhite perch
Yellow perch
Olack crappie
Olain pickere 1
1I0m{XJut (bu llhead)
R3 in/.)a.y SJrC1t

!\rea - 20,771

Maxi.m.undepth - 316 feet

Fishes

J\rrerican eel
White sucker
Longnose sucker
Lake whitefish
C,olden shiner
Cannon shiner
Lake chub
Fallfish (chub)
OJsk
Pumpkinseed sun [ish

- Slimy ,sculpin
Ninespinc stickleL~ck

Temperatures
Surface - 72°F
300 feet - 41°F

This wi 11. eventua 111' reduce the de[)Cn,]ence on
hatchery-reared fish in the Sebago fishery. Oclr
ultiInate goal is to sustain the landlocked sall1"olI
populations in Seb.:1go with greater thun 75~ wild
[ish. In order to uccanplsih this geal, salIl"On
harvest will have to be kept within the safe yield
limits [or the lake.

Inke trout introduced in 1972 have bccalc ~~ll­
establ.ish,,-'(l, providing [ish up to 25 r.ound~ in \·,'~i(JhL.
1't'awlinfj t;lHveys sho.! thilt lake trollt ,lr(~ LoC<Jitmil1'l
to reprcxhlce successfully in Scb.:1go, and coro:;c\j\lt'ntly
stocking I1u5 been discontinued.

Cusk, w'hitefish, and smelt arc all vet)' POP\l].lC
g,ln'Cfish with winter angl.ers. Sl1nUnDuth b.:1S!;ilnd
largen"Outh bass are ulso becanin<j vcr-I' populur aJlOllfj
serious bass anglers. Results tabuluted fran al1l1\1:11
bass tOurnanents have shown that Sebago' 5 I.>CIS5ill'e
SaTe o[ the finest to be found anywhet'c.

Principal, fishery: Landlocked sa.l1ron, lake trout,'
smal.l1routh bass, largClTDuth bass, whitefish,
alsk and sl1'Clt

Suggested Manag~ncnt

SebJgo Lake, the original hare of th~ landlocked
sa.l1ron, is probably the IrOst suitable lake in the
country for the managenent of this spec;ies. The
\·.'ater quality is excell~t with good oxygen down to
]00 feet and suitable terrperatures below 25 feet with
a good food supply. Transparencies are •...'ell above
average for lakes in Maine. TIle large volwne oE cold­
water affords i\/T'ple opportunity to providf? high quality
angling for: si\lJl'on, lake trout, cusk, (md whitefish.
DOTand other chlorinated hydrocarb:ms hi:lve attenuated
to very low levels in the Sebago Lake syst~lI. A!; a
result, virtually all species of [ish previously
af fected by these toxic carpounds have recovered. The
quality of saloon and other species now ti\ken flUIi
Sebi\<]o is equal. to or better thun i\ny t.Jken prior to
the DlJr-era. 1\s.1 t'csult of thi.5 recov8ry, Sd)-)go is
nCMaLtractin'l n(M,uds of 80,000 i'lng\.:?rs .1nnlli1l1y in
[)ursui t of a prize salJwm or lilke trout. IJr~C1US~of
this heavy ut i lization, f ishery m,ln,l'l~~'~nt: has L~cc.::.l!le
highly sophisticated and designed to prev!'mt nveJ'­
e.xploi tation ,1nd increased sur-v ivaI t,) ~nhi'lncf' niltllr.l1
spawning. The vi\rious manilgen1f~ntt('dtl1i(l'lf~S "1I~>I()Yf.•.1
hi'lve resulted in greater numbers of wild sillu"n C(III­
tributing to the catch. loJith the I.•..." lI\'ljrJr ~'I'I""ltill'j
tribut,1ries n()"Wavailable to S[JolWJlin'_1s.l]lIl1n, ')I"aler
n.unbers of ynunq saln"On ilre bcinq pi '':''1 \"~ \ ",1' 'II ....••,\1.,

Regulations have played an il1l[Xxtant role in
maintaining Sebago's land locks. Currently, the ],lke
is closed to sall1"On fishing during the winter seil:>OI1.
The !X>tential impact frall winter angling cO\lld ty~
devastatiny to Sebago's sallron population and COllntCJ'­
mand our u\1nagerrent efforts to maintain a high quality,
well-balanced population. Seb.Jgo is very accessible
and too vulnerable to over-fishing to .JcCOlnIcdate
winter an<Jling for sallron. Restrictions on line
limits, in sunner and winter are designed to reduc;e
mortality of sub-legal fish and to prevent over-­
exploitation of legul [ish. f\.s with any rC<jUIi\t:i on ,
its ef feet: iveness is only as good as its conp 1i,lncc.
It is hoped that each angler fishing SChlg0 wi 11
ilssun-c his res{XJnsibi Ii ty to ccmpl y wi Lh the IaH ,111<1
to see to it that his colleagues do likewise. I-:VCI'Y­
one mllst do his part to assure !mna<]C!n~nt:5UCCC:;~;,me!
to prevent: ilbuse of this n\Jgni E iCi\nt reSOlll'ce.

NUl1'erons hilrd-snrfaccd ([ee i\lIl1 1I0-rCl~) I~)ilt.
launchiny f.Jcilities are ilvi\ililble ,1t vilrioll:; ml,'ill']';,
c,lll1piny ,lrC5, ,)11(1,1t the Sti:lte Pi\rk.

~'.',rveycd - 1\ngust, ]')39
(Hevisc'<.ll'J~,j, 1972,1904)
1-11ine [)~p<1r.tJrcnt of Inland Fishel'ics illltl \'Ii 1<11ilL'
Published IJndCI' 1\pPL'Opriation U'15C,()

1\ contt'ibllt: ion of Dingell-Johnson ,'~jl't',l,1 1\id
('t'ojcct 1-'-20-1', r·l1ine



SEBAGO LAKE
CUMBERLAND Co., MAINE

[LEV 2G7 FEET -AREA 28,771 JlCRES
SOUNDINGS BY.

MAINE OCPI\IlTMENT or INLAND FISHERIES AND GAME, 1962
UOl1-,IAL WATER LEVEL 267 FEET

WATEn LEVEL DUliNG SOUNDING PERIOD 2648 FEET

~our~)lflG l.ItJr.~ ARE LOCATEO ~ MILE IIPIIRT AND ARE DIRECTLY
(II "T -WE <; 1 ItI REI.AllaN TO TRUE IIOlnll THE SOUNDINGS liRE
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